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ARRESTS
Three Villagers arrested after bomb explosion in Maungdaw

After a bomb exploded between Bawdikone Village and Shwe Yin Aye Village in Maungdaw
Township in Arakan State on August 16, Ma Kyee Kone Border Guard Police Station arrested Kyaw
Hla Oo from Bawdikone Village and two youths from Kan Pyin Tharsi Village on August 17. Kyaw Hla
Oo was farming at the Bawdikone Village and two youths from Kan Pyin Tharsi Villager were herding
cattle when the bomb exploded.

School teacher detained in Arakan State

A teacher in a primary school was arrested by Burma Army soldiers while he traveled to his school
in Kyar Nyo Pyin Village. Ko Nay Zaw Lin was arrested on Sai Din Bridge allegedly for acting suspicious
on his phone according to a local lawmaker. The Burma Army later said they found phone messages
that linked him with the AA. He was charged under Sections 50(a) and 52(b) of the counter terrorism
law. His family and colleagues from education department have reported they have not been
allowed to visit him.

Two villagers abducted by Burma Army

Two villagers from Ywar Haung Daw in Mrauk-U were detained by the Burma Army while returning
to their homes after working in the fields. Tun Kyaw Thein and San Aung Thein were arrested outside
of their villager and have not been seen since. Yet Colonel Win Zaw Qo, head of the Burma Army
Western Command, denied that his soldiers took the two villagers in custody.

Six Karreni farmers arrested under new charges

Six Karenni farmers from Demoso Township were arrested after a court hearing at Demoso
Township Court. The farmers where present at a court hearing facing charges on Violating Article
447 of Burma's Penal Code where they were also charged with Article 6-1 of the Penal Code and
denied bail, leading to their arrest. The six farmers, Thomas, Kyaw Kyaw, Mer Tier, Nga Reh, and Ai
Be will now face trial from prison. The latest charged are related to their allegedly trespassing on
land seized by the Burma Army.

Burma Army arrests 2 brothers over attack in Pyin Oo Lwin

2 brothers, Sai Khun Mai and Sai Lin Sink, have been arrested over suspected involvement in the
attack on the Defense Services Technological Academy in Pyin Oo Lwin on August 15. The two
brothers, who are teachers at a school in Kunhing Township, were arrested by the Military Security
Affairs Unit. Their fathers denies that they have any involvement with the attacks.

DISAPPEARANCES
Family members concerned over disappearance of farmer in Mrauk-U

Family members of Aung Thar Maung from Hnet Taw Ra Ward in Pang Myaung Village Tract, Mrauk-
U Township in Arakan State have concerns following his disappearance for three days. On August
29, Aung Thar Maung disappeared while he was on his way to his farm.
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CHARGES
Four members of Peacock Generation charged under Telecommunication Act 66 (d)

Four members of Peacock Generation Thangyat, who have already been charged under section
505 (b) of the Penal Code, have been charged again by Burma Army Lieutenant Colonel Thein Tun
Myint under charges of causing public mischief by making fun of the military during their
performance, said Mayangone Township Court judge. Ko Paing Ye Thu, a member of the group,
said the charge stems from their posting a video of their performance on their Facebook page and
they were accused of attempting to defame the image of military and have sued under
telecommunication act 66 (d).

100 farmers charged with six sections of Penal Code

Following a conflict between farmers and police at Yay Tagon Taung Golf-course project in
Patheingyi Township, Mandalay Region, 100 farmers were sued by vice township police officer,
police captain Khin Maung Htun. More than 500 acres of land was sized by the Phwit Phyo Thit
Company, which had formed a partnership with Mandalay City Development Committee (MCDC).
The company was attempting to fence 200 of the 500 acres of confiscated lands, for Yay Tagon
Taung housing project. During the clash, farmers tried to stop the company fencing of the sized
land, the farmers clashed with police, municipal staffs and fence workers. The police dispersed the
crowds using firearms, a female farmer received knife wounds and other farmers were injured by
police. MCDC and the company continue to fence in the confiscated lands and 25 farmers who
have not received compensation are forbidden from entering. The farmers said Mandalay City
Development Committee seized over 500 acres of farmlands between 1995- 1997 for Yay Tagon
Taung Golf-course project in Yay Kyi Village, Pathein Gyi Township without any compensation and
they have cultivated this land since the time of their ancestors.

Villager charged under Counter-Terrorism law

A villager from Shwe Yin Aye was arrested after the explosion of a landmine close to where he was
fishing. The mine exploded near a helicopter field outside of Shwe Yin Aye villager and U Maung Soe
Thein was arrested later. He was charged under Section 50 (j) Counter Terrorism law and remains
in custody.

Three charged under Counter-Terrorism laws

Three people have been charged under section 50 (a) and 51 (c) of the Counter Terrorism laws have
requested the justice to preside over their case with hearing. Maung Phyu Than, San Aung Kyaw
and Ye Baw Thu where detained after an explosion took place in Ann Township in Arakan State. The
case was filed against them by Major Tin Aung from No. 373 Brigade. Their families say they are
innocent and have no affiliation with armed groups.
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Case registered following Karen Martyrs Day event in Yangon

A case was filed against three individuals, including the Chairwoman of the Karen Women’s Union,
for organizing a Karen Martyrs Day event in Yangon on August 12th. The case was filed by the
Kyauktada police station under the Peaceful Assembly and Peaceful Procession Law, as the event
took place without prior approval from authorities. Allegedly an earlier application to hold the
event was rejected due to the name ‘Karen Martyrs Day.

Karenni activists charged in Aung San statue dispute

Six Karenni youths were charged with slander under Article 8(d) of the Law Protecting the Privacy
and Security of Citizens by the Loikaw Township Court for calling the Kayah State chief minister a
traitor for supporting the construction of a state of General Aung San in Loikaw. The six activists
had issued a statement calling him a traitor in March, following protests over the state in February.
Negotiations between the students and regional government collapsed in May. The six detained
activists are Ko Myo Hlaing Win, Ko Dee De, Ko Khun Thomas, Ko Khu Reedu, Ko Phyo Lay and Ko
Khu Kyu Peh Kay and they face six months to three years in prison if they are convicted.

Burma Army sues Kachin pastor over comments made to US President Trump

The Burma Army filed a lawsuit against a Kachin religious leader for comments he made during a
meeting with U.S President Donald Trump in July. Lieutenant Colonel Than Htike from the Northern
Command of Burma Army filed a complaint against the president of Kachin Baptist Convention Rev.
Hkalam Samson in Myitkyina Township Court on Monday. In a live broadcast Rev. Hkalam Samson
told the US President that torture and oppression was still common in Burma and appealed to
Trump to take action to help the democratic transition in Burma. The court will come to a decision
on whether it will proceed with the vase by September 9th.

Burma Army charges five over Alleged Arakan Army association

Five Arakan villagers have been charged under Counter Terrorism laws in Buthidaing Township
Court. The five charged include school teacher Naing Aung Htun, village administration San Maung
and three villagers from Kyauktan village were arrested by Burma Army soldiers on August 9th.
Burma Army spokesman Brigadier General Zaw Min Tun stated they have been charged under
association with the AA, yet the AA spokesman denied that the men charged have any links to the
AA. They currently face a sentence of 10 years to life if found guilty.

On 15th August it was reported that Naing Aung Tun received treatment at Buthidaung Township
Burma Army hospital. His father has stated he was beaten during interrogation.

On 27th August, San Maung, Kyaw Thu Soe, Maung Tun Sein and Maung Phyu Daung were
released. Naing Aung Tun was not released as he was given another charge under section 52(a) of
the Counter Terrorism Law.

AUGUST 2019 >



TRIAL
Activist Nay Myo Zin trial underway at Khin-U Township for defaming military

On August 6, Khin-U Township Court in Shwe Bo District had started court proceedings against
activist Nay Myo Zin under Sections 505(a), (b) and 500 of the Penal Code for defaming the military.
Lieutenant Colonel Ye Htut Win is a plaintiff and applied directly to the court to charge him last two
months. Nay Myo Zin, former military captain, was charged in regards to his speech which he gave
at atalk in support of the amendment of the 2008 Constitution on March 26.

Court case delayed in Mrauk-U following none appearance of plaintiff and the prosecution
witnesses

Court proceedings were delayed again in the case of 12 civilians who live in Mrauk-U Township in
Arakan State. The case was delayed on August 28 because plaintiff Police Captain Aung Thura of the
Mrauk-U Township Police Station and the prosecution witnesses did not come to the court even
though the Sittwe Township Court in Arakan State had appointed them to come on August 21. These
12 civilians were charged under Section 52(a) of the Counter Terrorism Law and attended the 13
court hearings and the first trial was moved on August 28 due to not appearance of plaintiff. Even
though the court summoned the eight people including plaintiff and prosecution witnesses on
August 28 court hearing, police captain Thein Naing Aye did not come to the court. On March 12,
12 civilians including Kyaung Taung Villagers were arrested by the military while they were taking
Malaria Patient Maung Hla Win from Minbya Township to the Mrauk-U Township. Patient Maung
Hla Win died during interrogation.

Case of two villagers arrested in Rathedaung Township delayed due to no appearance of plaintiff

Advocate Aye Nu Sein said the case of two villagers Than Pe and Wai Soe Tun from Min Phue Village
in Rathedaung Township in Arakan State was delayed because the plaintiff, Inspector Aung Kyaw
Soe Moe of Nyaung Chaung Border Guard Police Station, and three prosecution witnesses from the
military did not come to the Sittwe District Court. It had been seven months already that Min Phue
Villagers Than Pe and Wai Soe Tun were arrested and charged under Section 3 of the Explosive
Substances Act.

Accused 16-year-old civilian granted bail

A minor, one of 24 Lekka villagers charged under Counter Terrorism Laws, has been granted bail
after having his trial moved to a juvenile court in Mrauk-U Township. Maung Soe Moe Kyaw is 16
years old, and after his lawyers successfully requested the Sittwe district court to move his case to
the juvenile court, he was granted bail on 24th August. His mother had stated his health has
detained and he has fallen behind in his studies after being detained for five months. After the ruling
was passed he was later moved from Sittwe prison to Sittwe police station ahead of being
transferred to Mrauk-U police station where he was later released. He was arrested alongside 26
other villagers on 10th April, three of the 26 were later killed during their interrogation by the Burma
Army. The next court hearing for the other villagers has been scheduled by Sittwe District court for
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the 22nd August The Sittwe district court scheduled the next court hearing for 23 accused on 22
August

Mandalay Court Allows Appeal over Decision to Drop Lawsuit Against Editor

The Mandalay District Court agreed to hear an appeal against the decision by a lower court to drop
a lawsuit against Ko Swe Win, the editor of Myanmar Now, who was accused of defaming nationalist
monk U Wirathu. The plaintiff Ko Kyaw Myo Shwe submitted the appeal following the decision by
Maha Aung Myay Township Court to drop the lawsuit on July 2nd .

RELEASES

Six detained youth released

Six youths who had been detained under suspicion of association with the AA where granted bail
on August 15th, four more youths remain in custody. The 10 villagers, aged between 15 and 23,
were arrested on 27th July when the vehicle they were travelling in was stopped and they were
taken to Ponnagyun Myoma police station for questioning. All the 6 youths granted bail were under
18 years old. The AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha has said the youths are not associated with the
AA. They are next due in court on August 23rd.

SENTENCES
Six farmers sentenced to two years imprisonment

On August 16, Mahar Aung Myay Township Court in Mandalay Division sentenced six farmers to
two years’ imprisonment for riot between the police force and family members of farmers and
allowed to deduct their detention days. On November 10, 2018, Branch of Marine Police Force in
Mandalay had fenced two acres of land in Mahar Aung Myay Township in Mandalay Division to build
the building and claimed that these lands were permitted to them by the Mandalay City
Development Committee. As farmers of original owned had prevented them, the riot occurred and
six farmers were arrested by police and number (7) Police Station in Mahar Aung Myay Police
Station filed a lawsuit against them under Sections 294, 332, 440, 114 and 189 of the Penal Code.

Two students sentenced to seven days imprisonment for staging protest march

On August 20, Hlaing Township Court in Rangoon Division sentenced students Zin Min Phyo and Min
Han Htet to seven days’ imprisonment under Section 19 of PAPPL and allowed to deduct their
detention days. These students staged a protest march from Rangoon University Compound to old
building of the Student Union on the mark of 7 July Uprising. As they did not apply for bail and and
faced trial inside prison, they were released the day they had been sentenced.

Four protest leaders sentenced to pay fine for staging protest march
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On August 28, Kamayut Township Court in Rangoon Division sentenced four protest leaders Min
Thway Thit, Khant Min Htet, Sai Thu Won and Ei Thiri Kyaw to pay 30,000 Kyat fine under Section
19 of PAPPL for staging a protest mark on the mark of 7 July Uprising. As Sai Thu Won and Ei Thiri
Kyaw attend university, they paid a fine. As Min Thway Thit and Khant Min Htet did not pay a fine,
the court decided them to sentence 15 days. Moreover, a warrant was issued against ABFSU
students Wai Yan Phyo Moe and Thura Linn who involved in the protest march and were charged
under Section 19 of PAPPL as they did not appear before the court.

Filmmaker sentenced to one year in prison under section 66(d)

Min Htin Ko Ko Gyi was sentenced to one year in prison by the Insein Township court. Min Htin Ko
Ko Gyi is a filmmaker and founder of the Human Dignity Film Institute He was initially arrested on
12 April 2019 and charged under Section 66(d) of the Telecommunications Act, and later formally
charged under Section 505(a) of the Burmese Penal Code. He was sentenced to 1 year under 505(a)
of the penal code. Min Htin Ko Ko Gyi suffers from serious health issues, including liver cancer. For
more information and detail on this case please refer to the April Chronology

CONDITIONS OF IMPRISONMENT

Bad health conditions of film maker Min Htin Ko Ko Gyi, Nay Myo Zin and Nay Zar Tun in prison

It is reported that Director Min Htin Ko Ko Gyi, Former Military Captain Nay Myo Zin and Nay Zar
Tun, who were charged by the military, have bad health conditions in prison. Director Min Htin Ko
Ko Gyi, who had been arrested for criticizing the military on Facebook. Before he was charged by
the military, he had been operated as he suffers from liver cancer and had bad health condition
when he faced trial. Therefore, there is a concern situation in relation to his health, said advocate
Robert San Aung.

Former Military Captain Nay Myo Zin, who has been charged for criticizing military at talk of the
support of the amendment of the 2008 Constitution, has bad health condition, said Robert San
Aung. Likewise, Nay Zar Tun, sister of former child soldier, is not well in prison as she suffers from
gastric issues and sometimes vomited blood, said her husband Ye Zaw.



Restriction on Civil and Political
Rights

Clash occurred between police and villagers over power line

On August 3, Residents of Pyan Hlae Village, Township Administrative officials, officials of Electric
Power department and relevant parliament members had a meeting in Pyan Hlae Village, Yin Mar
Pin Township, Sagaing Division and negotiated to be takedown without blaming about the clash
between policemen and villagers. The clash was occurred on 31° July regarding connecting electric
power line to Ohn Taw Village passing through the Pyan Hlae Village and the villagers did not allow
doing. Therefore, four villagers were injured by police who fired rubber bullets and two policemen
got injury as well. Those injured villagers discharged from Monywa Public Hospital on 3" August
said by U Kyi Htun who was shot 8 rubber bullets.

Three men detained by military and later released

Ko Maung Saw Win, U Than Naing and Ko Soe Moe Kyaw who are villagers from Ku Taung Village,
Yathae Taung Township, Arakan State were detained by military on August 3 when they went to
herd cows and were released that evening.

One villager was injured by mine

On August 4, U Su Jay, a villager from Man San Village, was mined near former Naung Kan Village,
Man San Village Tract, Nanmatu Township, Northern Shan State when he went by motorbike to his
own djengkol bean farm. Therefore, he is undergoing medical treatment at Lashio Hospital. As the
result of explosion, U Su Jay got injuries to hands and legs, besides motorbike was damaged.

Military forbid freedom of movement to Minpya residents who fled from battles

Residents who live in total 14 villages fled from battles to vicinity of Minpya Township which were
taken place at the hills of Phone Thar Chaung, Minpya Township, Arakan State on 4" and 5% August
and soldiers did not allow them to go anywhere and forced to go back their home places. U Hla
Thein Aung, member of state parliament, Minpya Township, said soldiers forbade them and forced
to move back at Lat Khote village. But, colonel Win Zaw Oo from government army's Western
Military Command replied that there was no prohibition like that.

Six detainees were released on bail

Six detainees, U Maung Han Thein and his two sons Maung Maung Than and Aung Nyein Soe, U
Ngwe Thein Aung who live in A Lal Zay Ward, Mrauk-U Township, Mg Phyu Daung and Mg Kyaw
Htay Lin who live in Taung Taik Village, Minpya Township, have been released on bail that village
administrator bailed them out. Those were arrested by government army at new monastery of
Taung Taik Village, Minpya Township while they were working at there on August 7.
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One woman got injured due to pieces of artillery and two villagers were arrested

Daw Eain Soe Mel, 63 years old from Yay Pote Village, hit pieces of artillery as a result of an armed
combat was occurred by Kyauktan Village, Northern Yathae Taung Township, Arakan State on
August 8. Besides, two villagers from Kyauktan Village U Maung Yaung, 59 years old and U Nyi She
Maung, 52 years old were arrested and later on, they were released.

Four government soldiers were detained due to attack a civilian

Four government soldiers were detained in military custody due to attack on one civilian in Nay Pyi
Taw on August 4 caused serious injuries in neck and other body parts. Police record said those
soldiers from the Production and Public Relations Unit assaulted with knife the civilian who were
riding motorbike on Than Lwin Road, Pobba Thiri Township. On August 12, Colonel Thein Zaw from
government army's Naypyitaw Military Command said that the criminals have been detained in
military custody and will take an investigation. A man injured lives in Pobbathiri Township in Nay
Pyi Taw Territory and admitted at the hospital in Nay Pyi Taw.

Clashes between Tatmadaw and Northern Alliance spreading and one civilian died and six injured

Fighting between the Burma Army members of the Northern Alliance of ethnic armed groups along
the some townships in northern Shan State on August 17 turned deadly, with a rescue worker killed
and at least 5 others civilian were injured. Further attack on a rescue vehicle of Metta Shin social
service association which is based in Nam Hpat Kar Township occurred Pyihtaungsu Road between
Kutkai and Muse route at 1 PM on the same day and two were injured.

One villager died of shrapnel from a mortar had struck in Lashio

On the night of August 18, Ko Sai Aye, 32 years old, died due to shrapnel from a mortar had struck
at him in Kone Sar Village, Lashio Township, Northern Shan State. Moreover, on the morning of
August 17, northern alliance attacked by mortar fire the Tatmadaw’s Infantry Battalion 68 that
caused damage two houses and injury to two civilians who live in Aung Thitsar (extend) Ward near
the targeted battalion.

A rescue vehicle was shot while travelling to help wounded residents

A rescue vehicle of Garuna social welfare team which is based in Muse Township was shot while the
team members were going to Kutkai Township’s Mong Yu village to rescue two wounded residents
who were shot the clashes between Tatmadaw and Northern Alliance, U Thaung Htun, chairperson
of Garuna social welfare team, said that. Those had been unable to reach a hospital caused that
attack.

Two innocent men were mined, one died and one got injured

On August 20, two innocent men were mined in Kaw Paung Village, Kyaukme Township; 21 years
old man died and another 16 years old man got injured seriously during clashes occurred between
Tatmadaw and Northern Alliance in some townships of northern Shan state. U Tin Maung Thein,
chairperson of Ziwita social welfare team, said they were able to help them on August 21.
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Some residents hit pieces of artillery and hospitalize in township hospital

U Saw Kyarr Shee from Namt Pha Lon Village, was hit by pieces of artillery and got injuries caused
clashes between Tatmadaw and Northern Alliance in Kutkai Township, Shan State. He is undergoing
medicament at Lashio Hospital. Besides, On August 23, three civilians including a child from Lwal
Pal Su See Village, Kutkai Township, got injured due to explosion of artillery shell and they had sent
to Kutkai Hospital.

Artillery shell exploded and three civilians injured

On 8 PM of August 23, Ma Aye Khun, 10 years old girl, Ko La Ai, 32 years old man and Daw Aye
Kam, 62 years old woman got injured because of an explosion of artillery shell in Lwal Pyay Su
village, Kutkai Township, Northern Shan State. Residents said there was no clash near the village
that day and unidentified which group fired.

One villager died and another individual injured

On August 26, one of Pang Seng Villagers Aik Ngo (aka) Kung Htay died cause of explosion of
artillery shell in Pang Seng village, Kutkai Township, Northern Shan State. And, his wife also got
injury.

A vehicle was shot and driver was injured

At 10:30 AM of August 27, a vehicle was shot at Kutkai tollgate, Northenr Shan State and driver
injured his ear. Therefore, the driver was sent to Kutkai Hospital.

One civilian received serious injuries following clash

On August 28, clashes were occurred in Linn Mway Hill, Mrauk-U Township, Arakan State and one
villager of Htate Wa Pyin Village, Ma Tin Tin Htay, 39 years old got serious injuries. She was sent to
Mrauk-U hospital by motorboat cause of government army had forbidden the road near clashes
location.

Two women injured due to exploding artillery shell

On August 29, a serious clash between the military and the Arakan Army near Oo Yin Thar Village
and Sin Thay Pyin Village in Buthidaung Township in Arakan State and two young women injured
due to exploding the artillery shell. Two young women injured were sent to the Buthidaung
Hospital.

Two civilians wounded in clash near Kyauk Tann

Two civilians from Kyauk Tann village in Kyauk Taw Township were wounded following a clash
between the Burma Army and AA. 24-year old Ko Ba Than and 14-year old Ma Thein Than Oo were
both hit by bullets while looking after cattle by the village cemetery when the fighting broke out.
Both were in critical condition and treated at Sittwe hospital. Locals say the shots were fired by the
Burma Army. The Burma Army spokesmen was unable to be reached for comment.
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Man shot dead at army checkpoint

A man was shot dead by the Burma Army while returning home from work. Ko Chit Thu Aung, a 26-
year old was shot dead. Chief of the Myanmar military’s Western Command, Colonel Win Zaw Oo,
told the media that his soldiers shot a man who attempted to flee from soldiers. A second man,
travelling with Ko Chit Thu Aung, Ko Zaw Myint Lwin, was arrested by the soldiers and taken to
custody in Ponnagyun police station.

Woman dies after hit by gunfire

A 65-year-old woman from Sin Thay Byin village in Buthidaung Township was killed after she was
hit by gunfire. On 28 July artillery rounds were fired into the village, the woman whose name was
unknown was hit by shrapnel and later died. Administrators for Buthidaung Township U Kyaw Min
Tun, told local media he was still trying to confirm the reason for the artillery fire.

Bodies of village administrator found

The bodies of two village administrators who had been missing for five days were found with stab
wounds along the banks of the Kaladan River according to Brigadier General Win Zaw Oo,
spokesman for the military’s Western Regional Command. Than Maung was temporary
administrators of Sinoochaing village tract and Maung Win Naing was ward administrator of
Thardarseik village. The Burma Army has said the AA are responsible for their dearth.

Charity fined for collecting donations without permit

Ya Kha Taw Win charity group was fined by Sittwe township court for collecting donations without
a permit. Twenty members of the charity were detained while collecting money on August 6th by
police in Slttwe. 16 people were later fine 10,000Kyat. The charity says they have applied for a
permit but the request has not been granted yet.

Eight charged for allegedly generating funds for Arakan Army

Eight people have been charged under counter-terrorism laws for funding the AA at a court in
Rangoon. Of the 8 charged, 6 were deported from Singapore in July. If found guilty they could face
up to life imprisonment. The AA were unable to be reached for comment. For more information
please refer to the July Chronology.

Government bans use of word Martyr on Karen Revolution Day

The government banned the use of the word “martyr” in reference to Saw Ba U Gyi, the former
Karen revolutionary, killed on AUgust 12, 1950. Karen Marty’s Day is celebrated on the anniversary
of his death across the country. On 8th August, the Irrawady regional government sent a letter to
the Karen Literature and Culture COmmittee information them that the term “Karen Marty” is
forbidden from use. Last year the term was forbidden as well and several event organizers were
fined for holding Karen Martyr’s Day events which used the term.

Headmaster injured in clash between Burma Army and TNLA

A headmaster from Mong Si villager in Kuktai township in Northern Shan State was wounded during
a clash between the Burma Army and TNLA. Laphai Zau Sham was heading home after leaving work.
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He was wounded after being hit by a piece of shrapnel from an artillery shell, which pierced the left
of his rib cage. He was treated at a hospital in Kuktai

Rathedaung villager taken as guide

A villager from Chut Pyin village in Rathedaung township has been taken by the Burma Army and
forced to serve as a guide according to reports. Ko Aung San was taken by the Army on 21st August.
Local media attempted to contact head of Western Command of the Burma Army, Colonel Win Zaw
0o, but he could not be reached for comment.

Burma Army shoot two dead on Muse-Kuktai road

Two motorbike drivers were killed and two more injured after being shot by the Burma Army on the
road between Muse and Kuktai in Northern Shan State. Burma Army soldiers shot the drivers after
they failed to stop at a checkpoint at Nam Khai bridge in Nampaka. State media has reported that
two of the travelers belonged to the TNLA and the Burma Army seized an RPG from them, whereas
local sources have said the four had been attempting to travel to Muse but were turned around
after MNDAA soldiers refused to let them continue citing military tension

Detainees death reclassified as murder

The Burma Prison Department concluded an investigation into the death of inmate Ko Tun Kyint
from Aung Thapyay village and stated he was beaten to death by another inmate and not killed by
prison officers.

The investigation found the police force and Prison Department staff were not guilty of physically
abusing the prisoners. Legal action will be taken against Myat Ko Oo, the prisoner who allegedly
killed Ko Tun Kyint Win, after striking him with a pipe and who confessed on August 13. Myat Ko Ko
was serving a 15-year sentence on drug charges.

The investigation also concluded and said that six dormitory staff will face action for failing to
separate disorderly inmates into separate groups, failure to control a brawl, failure to report the
incident and for ignoring the existence of weapons inside the prison.

Three dead and four injured in blast

Three children and four others were injured in an explosion allegedly caused by an artillery shell in
Pan Myaung Village near Minbya township in Arakan State. A 16 year old student, a nine-year old
and a six year-old were killed. Residents have said the attack came from a monastery built by the
Burma Army in the middle of the village. The AA spokesman U Khine Thukha stated the artillery
shells landed on the house of a villager in Sar Thin Kyaung war

Ambulance driver killed in Shan State

After coming under fire by an RPG and sniper fire, a rescue worker was killed and four of his
colleagues wounded near Lashio in northern Shan State. The firing was related to an assault on a
military battalion in Kyaukmae by the TNLA. The rescue workers worked for the Social Service
Association based in Lashio and their vehicles were attacked as they traveled to Nam Ton Pan Hat
villager to help villagers trapped by the outbreak in fighting. The chairman of the Social Service
Association, U Tun Myint was shot by a sniper rifle and died at the scene. Burma Army spokesman
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Brigadier General Zaw Min Tun said the TNLA had recently attacked a Burma Army battalion using
RPGs.

One dead after shell lands in lashio village

A man in Kon Hser village in Lashio Township in Northern Shan State was killed after being hit by a
shell on 19th August. Lon Aye was reportedly died at the scene and his body was retrieved by the
Pay Thaw Let social volunteer team. It is currently unknown which armed organizations fired the
projectile. In the region clashes between joint forced of the AA, Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army and the Ta'ang National Liberation Army against the Burma Army have taken place in
recent weeks.

Artillery lands on house killing one in Arakan State

A man in Minbya Township in Arakan State was killed and his wife injured when an artillery shell
landed on his house on 19th August. Sergeant Hla Tun from No. 537 Regiment in Rathedaung
Township was killed and his wife sent to hospital after being injured by a piece of shrapnel. It is not
current known who fired the projectile

Mrauk-U resident shot by Burma Army

A man from Pauk Taw Pyin village, Mrauk-U Township was shot by the Burma Army while returning
home after looking after his cattle. At 2pm on 23 August U Thein Maung, 47, was walking with 3
other villagers when they encountered Burma Army soldiers, the villagers fled and he was shot in
the back while running away. Yet Colonel WIn Zaw Oo, head of the Western Command of the Bura
Army, says he was shot by the AA, and there were no Burma Army troops in that area The AA denies
this and states it was the Burma Army who shot U Thein Maung. U Theing Maug remains in a critical
condition according to his wife.

Villager hit by stray bullet in Rathedaung

A woman from Tun Ra Wai village, Rathedaung Township, in Sittwe was injured and sent to hospital
after being shot by a stray bullet on 23rd August. Daw Khin Win Chat, was running away from
fighting in her village when she was shot in the back. She was later transferred to Yangon hospital,
due to complications with her back. Villagers reported the Burma Army firing gunshots into the
village

Village administrative officials hit by landmines

One village administrative official died and another was seriously injured after stepping on a
landmine on August 6th. Hla Maung and Thauk Kyar Aung went with Burma Army column to work
as guides to Mar Lar village, when they stepped on a mine during a mountain pass. Hla Maung died
at the Mar Lar jetty, while Thauk Kyar Aung was left injured by shrapnel and received treatment a
Burma Army regiment based in Kyauktaw
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Five killed by mortar fire in Shan State

5 civilians were killed by mortar shells after fighting between the Burma Army and the Brotherhood
alliance in Kuktai in northern Shan State. According to Kuktai residents, an 18 year old woman and
her 5-month old daughter and a 34 year old woman with her 9-year old son and 14-year old
daughter were killed. Three other villagers were injured. It is not currently being reported who fired
the projectiles. The Burma Army Spokesman Brigadier-General Zaw Min Tunsaid that it was ethnic
armed groups which fired the fatal shells.

Villager hit by stray bullet in Kyauktaw

A woman from Shwe Lai village was hit by a stray bullet whilst in her own home. Daw Aye Yin was
struck on her right thigh while the Burmese Naval force were shooting several rounds of
ammunition along the Kispanda River. She is currently receiving medical treatment at Sittwe
hospital, her family member’s reports.

Wounded civilians evacuated after 10 Days

Two wounded civilians were transported to a hospital in Kutkai in Northern Shan State after being
trapped by fighting for 10 days. The two civilians were injured after being shot in two separate
incidents while riding motorbikes on August 18th. They were later transferred to Lashio. It was not
stated who shot the two civilians.

AA release detained company staff

The AA have released people they had detained. Nine people had been detained, Saw Ko Ko Naing,
Hla Myo Aung, Zaw Myo Thu, Kyaw Myo Tun, Thein Han, Thein Zaw Tun, Tun Lin Aung and Zaw
Naing Tun from Su Htoo San Company and Phyo Min Oo from Nan Hman Thit Sar Company. They
were arrested on 30th March while working on the construction of the Burma-India highway at
Paletwa in Chin State and accused of being former military intelligence members. They were
released to the pastor and village elders in Auk Kin Ta Lin Villager in Paletwa on 17" August
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Legislation and Policy
Developments

MNHRC suggested that drug-related policy needs review in order to reduce prison overcrowding

Report of Myanmar National Human Rights Commission (MNHRC) in 2018 has stated that there is
large number of drug prisoners rather than other prisoners’ population upon studying prison
overcrowding.

The report said that, hence, drug-related policy needs review in order to reduce prison
overcrowding. Further, the report of the commission has suggested to review the narcotic policy
because some inmates, who were neither user nor dealer, were arrested while they were together
with dealer and user. Therefore, they were alleged that they encouraged and supported them and
charged under antinarcotic act.

The commission members visited and inspected the 25 prisons and 25 labour camps in 2018, they
found out that most prisons are holding detainees and prisoners in excess of the capacity of the
prison; three prisons are excess of over 200 percentage of prison capacity, seven prisons are excess
of over 100 percentage of prison capacity, two prisons are excess of over 90 percentage of prison
capacity. Moreover, other prisons are excess of prison capacity as well and 18 prisons are under
prisoner population of capacity.

According to the report, among those prisoners, two prisons have kept over 80 percentage of drug-
related prisoners, 14 prisons have over 70 percentage, 4 prisons have over 60 percentage, another
4 prisons have 50 percentage, 7 prisons have over 40 percentage, 1 prison has over 30 percentage,
5 prisons have over 20 percentage, 6 prisons have over 10 percentage and 3 prisons have under 5
percentage.

The report urged raising awareness, social punishment and health care assistance rather than arrest
and imprisonment the users and there should be mainly focus for arrest drug dealers and
distributors.
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Institutional Reforms

Two prisons and one labour camp in Magway region renovated

Thayet prison, Pakokku prison and Koepin Tharzi Labour camp have been renovated using over 48
million Kyats which was budgeted by regional government’s 2018-2019 fiscal year allowance. Even
though Thayet prison is (A) level prison and it capacity is 1000 prisoners, there have been kept about
1400 prisoners. And, there is increasing prisoner population in Pakokku prison because it was
upgraded to (A) level prison from (C) level prison on February 22, 2016, therefore prison buildings
have been renovated, said by U Chit Lwin, director of prisons department, Magway Region.
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Land Disputes

Over 900 acres confiscated farmlands in Yangon Region are returned to farmers

Yangon Region Chief Minister U Phyo Min Thein returned confiscated farmlands which are from
Hlegu, Hmawbe and Taikkyi Township over 900 acres to farmers which had been appropriated by
army and governmental departments. Besides, Chief Minister issued form No (3) that is a document
giving the right to own paddy fields for those lands.

U Han Htun, vice president of the Committee for Re-scrutinizing Confiscated Farmlands and Other
Lands, said that there have been report of over 2.2 million acres lands confiscation nationwide and
only 700,000 acres have been now investigated.

Residents staged a press conference concerning lands confiscation in Thilawa region

On August 21, lands confiscated residents, who have sustained land confiscation due to Thilawa
special economic zone and Thilawa port project, staged a press conference and expressed that they
are not squatters. They staged this event because government, company and governmental
department accused they are illegal squatter and they have been living and working the confiscated
lands since their ancestors era. The residents said relocated persons have not been hired for any
jobs in Thilawa special economic zone and therefore most of the original inhabitants sold their
houses and left for other place.

Burma Army refuses to compensate confiscated land

The Burma Army confiscated land from Shwe Nyaung Pin in Kachin State’s Waingmaw Township for
a banana plantation. In 1991, 1,000 acres of land were taken and along with an additional 100 acres
recently. The taken areas include farmland and a graveyard. Local people are demanding
compensation, but since the land was considered ‘vacant and virgin land’ the Burma Army refuses
to pay.
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