
International Day in Support of Victims of Torture, 26 June 2019 
  

Transitional Justice for Torture Survivors is Key to Building Peace and Democracy 
  
Women’s League of Burma (WLB), the Assistance Association of Political Prisoners (AAPP), the 
Vimutti Women’s Organization (VWO) and Asia Justice and Rights (AJAR) are calling for an end to 
torture, and for holistic justice for torture survivors. 
  
Torture is not a practice of the past; it continues to be used in Myanmar by State actors, in 
particular in ethnic areas affected by current conflicts. Torture is still used during detention and 
interrogation, often in an effort to procure information or to force confessions. Villagers suspected 
of being affiliated with ethnic armed groups are frequently captured by military and tortured 
indiscriminately. Until now, women and children faced tortured in the form of sexual violence. It is 
the government's responsibility to stop and prevent torture in its jurisdiction.  
  
The Myanmar authorities are currently using defamation charges to threaten and punish activists 
who speak out for torture survivors and victims of other human rights violations. Repressive laws 
and the flawed judicial system are used against activists and torture survivors, rather than 
providing them with any form of justice. Impunity still prevails and perpetrators remain 
unpunished. 
  
The recent international developments aimed at addressing human rights violations in Myanmar, 
such as the International Fact-Finding Mission (FFM), the Independent Investigative Mechanism for 
Myanmar (IIMM), and the proceeding at the International Criminal Court (ICC), are welcome steps 
towards ending impunity and bringing justice for torture survivors.  
  
However, justice is not solely about prosecution and punishment of perpetrators. Torture survivors 
need Transitional Justice (TJ), which is a holistic framework that includes revealing the truth about 
violations that have taken place, providing reparations and rehabilitation to victims, and 
undertaking the reforms necessary to guarantee that the violations are not repeated. This TJ 
framework mirrors the rights of victims of torture under international human rights law (rights to 
truth, justice, reparations, and non-repetition).  
  
The Myanmar government and the international community have a duty to protect rights of torture 
survivors and to provide appropriate remedies for the crimes committed against them. In addition 
to reparations, they must provide torture survivors with urgent interim relief, acknowledge the 
wrongs done to them, and prevent torture from recurring. 
  
We call on the government of Myanmar to: 

 Stop armed conflict, 
 Take action to person or group who commit torture/ human rights violation and sexual 

assault 
 Release all remaining political prisoners unconditionally and stop arresting human rights 

activist. 
 Sign and ratify the UN Convention Against Torture (CAT), and implement it into national 

legislation, 
 Collaborate with the international accountability mechanisms In seeking and addressing 

justice and truth for people who suffer from recently created to address torture and other 
human rights abuses in Myanmar, and 



 Establish meaningful transitional justice mechanisms to address victim’s rights to truth 
and reparations, in particular rehabilitation programs for torture survivors. 

  
Contact persons: 

       Nang Moet Moet, WLB, 09 25393656, 09456508944 

       U Zaw Moe, AAPP, 0979 588 1016 
       Khin Mi Mi Khine, VWO, 09 768 772 774 

  
About Women’s League of Burma (WLB) www.womenofburma.org 
The Women’s League of Burma (WLB) is an umbrella organization comprised of 13 women’s 
organizations of different ethnic backgrounds from Burma. WLB was founded on 9th December 
1999. Its mission is to work for women’s empowerment and advancement of the status of women, 
and to work for the increased participation of women in all spheres of society in the democracy 
movement, and in peace and national reconciliation process through capacity building, advocacy, 
research and documentation.  
  
About Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) www.aappb.org 
The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma), also known as AAPP, is a non-profit 
human rights organization based in Mae Sot, Thailand. AAPP was founded in 2000 by former 
political prisoners living in exile on the Thai/Burma border. Since then, the organization has been 
run by former political prisoners, with two offices being opened inside Burma in 2012, one in 
Rangoon and the other in Mandalay. AAPP advocates and lobbies for the release of remaining 
political prisoners and for the improvement of the lives of political prisoners after their release. The 
various assistance programs for political prisoners and their family members are aimed at ensuring 
they have access to education, vocational trainings, mental health counseling and healthcare. 
Therefore, AAPP has tried to promote civil and political rights for all ethnic groups who live in 
Burma. 
  
About Vimutti Women’s Organization (VWO) 
Vimutti Women’s Organization (VWO) is a community-based organization, which was created in 
2009. Vimutti is a Pali word (Myanmar ancient literature), which means “freedom”. All VWO 
members are socially minded volunteers. VWO is very active in communities doing social work, 
humanitarian support, and providing educational charity to children from poverty-stricken 
families. VWO is directly engaging with vulnerable people to create a healthy societal environment 
through research, advocacy, networking, and improving their collective capacity development. 
VWO has a special program for strengthening women former political prisoners. 
  
About Asia Justice And Rights (AJAR) www.asia-ajar.org 
AJAR is a regional human rights organization based in Jakarta. AJAR works to increase the capacity 
of local and national organization in the fight against entrenched impunity and to contribute to 
building cultures based on accountability, justice and a willingness to learn from the root causes of 
mass human rights violations in Asia Pacific region. 
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