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New year, same behaviour: Burmeselawyer Aye Myint’sappeal r g ected

Jan 02, 2005 - An appeal lodged on behalf of detained Burmese lawyer Aye Myint from Peguin
L ower Burma, wasunceremonioudy thrown out by adistrict court within theday of the submission of the
appeal on 2 January.

AyeMyint was accused of supplying fa sereportsto the International Labour Organisation (ILO)
officein Rangoon and given alengthy jail terminthelate 2005.

Hislawyer San Maung told DV B that he pointed out to the court in hisappeal that AyeMyintis
innocent as hisreportsweretrue and that asacitizen of an ILO member nation, Aye Myint hastherights
to cooperate with the organisation and thelike.

San Maung dso demanded theauthoritiesto rleaseAye Myintimmediatel y and vowed to continue
to appedl at higher courts.

AyeMyint wasarrested in October 2005, after he hel ped the farmers of Paungdawthi Village,
Daik-U Township near Pegu report the sei zures of their pasturelands by military organisationstothelLO,
and he was sentenced to seven yearsin prison by alocal court.
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BurmeseHeroine Su Su Nway’shealth deterior ates

Jan 09, 2006 - The health condition of human rights defender Su Su Nway who hasbeen serving a
18 month prison sentence at the notorious I nsein Jail, issaid to have deteriorated and being trested at the
prison’sclinic.

Her legal representative, the National Leaguefor Democracy (NLD) lawyer NyanWin confirmed
thereport.

“Su SuNway isbeing hospitalised. On the day shewas hospitaised, on 4 January, she complained
of breathing difficulty and swesting,” NyanWinsaid. * Her family went to her on Saturday, 7 January. They
werealowed to see her. Her conditionisdlightly better. Medicines could be bought at the prison clinic.
Sheissaidto beanaemic. Shewasintheclinic up until last Saturday.”

Su Su Nway, who has been suffering from chronic heart disease, was counter-sued by her local
authoritiesand sent to prison on 13 October for successfully suing them over forced labor practices. She
inssted that sheisinnocent of the chargesand that sheiswrongfully imprisoned.
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Breaking News: Another political prisoner died in prison

Jan 11, 2006 : Khin Maung Lwin, apolitical prisoner in PutaO, died thismorning.
KhinMaung Lwin, aliasNay MinAung was sentenced for 10 yearsimprisonment for writing to the senior
monks of the SanghaMahaNayaka (Top Buddhist Abbots) Council to hel p becausethe peopleof Burma
werefacing hardships.

According toAssistant Association for Political Prisoners (Burma) basesin Thailand, heisthe
87th person who died in prison whileserving imprisonment term.

Another Burmesepolitical prisoner diesin prison

Jan 11, 2006 —Another Burmese political prisoner, Khin Maung Lwinwho was detained at Puta-
Oinnorthern Burma sKachin State, died onthemorning of 11 January.

38-year old KhinMaung Lwin, diasNay MinAung, had been suffering from high blood pressures,
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heart diseases, severe pilesand dysentery and hedied asthedirect result of not being allowed totreat his
illnesses

“Hediedat Qamthismorning... Hewasnot alowed to recelvemedica trestments,” acolleague of
histold DVB. “Hismother isvery old now. Shewent to see him at the prison and hiscondition wasvery
bad and shetried to hospitalise himinstead of going home (to Rangoon). Hedied while shewastrying to
do so. He had pilesfrom the beginning. He started to suffer from severe stomach acheinthelast two
months...He could not deep thewholenight. He could not eat for two weeks. He screamed through the
nights. He suffered so. It happened thus because he was not taken to the hospital.”

Beforehedied, the permission to treat Khin Maung Lwin at the hospital was requested through
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), but it wasrejected by the Burmese authorities
concerned.

KhinMaung Lwinwasactively involvedin 1988 nationwide pro-democracy uprising and stood as
acandidate for Rangoon K oonchankone Township constituency during the 1990 election. In 1995, he
was sentenced to ayear and half in prisonfor trying to givelega protection to awoman who wasraped.

In January 1998, hewasagain given 10 yearsfor writing aleaflet named ‘Help’ describing the
plightsof Burmese people, and sending copiesto Aung San Suu Kyi, theruling military junta, the State
Peace and Devel opment Council (SPDC) and the SanghaM ahaNayaka(Top Buddhist Abbots Council).
Hewasto imprisoned in the notorious Rangoon Inseinjail and transferred to Loikaw Prisonin Kayah
State before hewas again transferred to Puta-O Prison.

Accordingto Thailand-based Ass stant Association for Political Prisoners—Burma(AAPP), Khin
Maung Lwinisthe87th political prisoner to havediedin prison.
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Mandalay NL D member and supporterssent toprison

Jan 15, 2006 - A member of National Leaguefor Democracy (NLD) from Thabei kkyin Township,
Mandaay Divisionin centra Burmaand hisfriends, wererecently given prisontermsup fiveyearslong.

The sentenceswere passed down on 34-year old NL D youth official Aye Theinand hisfriendsTin
Htoo, Maung Khaing, Zaw Lwin and Phoe Phyu by nearby Chan Aye Tharzan Township court.

Theauthoritiesindicted Aye Theinwith Act — 366, an anti human-trafficking law, for eloping and
marrying hisgirlfriend, aloca girl who had beeninlovewith himfor morethan sevenyears, at aregistrar
and sentenced tofiveyearsin prison, and hisfriendswere accused of abettingthe* crime withAct—114
and they wereeach given threeyears.
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Prisonersdiefrom choleraoutbreak at Sittwein west Burma

Jan 16, 2006 - At least 12 prisonershad died from an outbreak of cholera, which started in December
at Sittwe (Akyab) Prison, Arakan State in western Burma.

Morethan 80 people have al so been admitted to the prison clinic, according to sources closeto
theprison.

The outbreak wasreported to have started from eating cabbages grown on the plotsand laced
with human excrementswithin the prison.

Therelatives of thevictimsare said to be very upset by the secret burials of their loved ones
without notifying them, according to local residentsat Sittwewho are closeto theprisoncircle.
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Burmesepolitical prisoner Than Win Hlaing not well
Jan 16, 2006 - Burmese writer and political prisoner, Than Win Hlaing who has been detained
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inside the notorious Tharawaddy Prison near Rangoon, isnot well, according to hiswife MoeMoeKyi
who went to see him at the prison recently.

“Hehasatype of kidney stonein hisbladder. Heisquitethin. Heisfeeling dizzy because of
anaemia, | presume. Hetold methat heisnot feding very well and theliving conditionisvery bad and the
like. Hewasinasituation that hewasableto speak hismind.”

MoeMoeKyi added that sheisworried that her husband might face the samefate as another
political Khin Maung Lwinwho recently died unnecessarily and painfully because of thelack of proper
medica careswithinthe prisons.

ThanWin Hlaing was sentenced to seven yearsin prisonin 2000 for trying to writeabiography of
GenAung San, Burma snationa hero, architect of the nation’sindependence and father of detained Nobel
laureate Aung San Suu Kyi. insidethe notorious Tharawaddy Prison near Rangoon, isnot well, according
to hiswifeMoeMoeKyi who went to see him at the prison recently.

“Hehasatype of kidney stonein hisbladder. Heisquitethin. Heisfeeling dizzy because of
anaemia, | presume. Hetold methat heisnot feding very well and theliving conditionisvery bad and the
like. Hewasinasituation that hewasableto speak hismind.”

MoeMoeKyi added that sheisworried that her husband might face the samefate as another
political Khin Maung Lwinwho recently died unnecessarily and painfully because of thelack of proper
medica careswithinthe prisons.

ThanWin Hlaing was sentenced to seven yearsin prisonin 2000 for trying to writeabiography of
GenAung San, Burma snationa hero, architect of the nation’sindependence and father of detained Nobel
laureateAung San Suu Kyi.

Burmese MP Than Nyein’s sentence extended again

Jan 18, 2006 - Theailing el ected representative (Member of Parliament) of Rangoon Kyauktan
Township, Dr. Than Nyein whoisbeing detained at Prome (Pyay) Prison, had been given another extension
of detention with theso-called Act —10A, on 18 January.

Thelatest extension cameafter Than Nyein's sentencewas extended with the sameact in January
2005 and he was expected to be rel eased soon.

Hiswife, Khin Ayewho went to see him at the prison recently told DV B that intel ligence officia snotified
the prison governor about the extension and shelearnt about it from the authoritiesins dethe prison.

“Therefore, | requested the permission to see Uncle (her husband). | will beallowedto seehim
only on next Monday. | won’t beableto do so. Therefore, | had to leavethe situation like that and came
home,” saild KhinAye. “| think that they (the authorities) have no humane spirit.”

Than Nyeinwas sentenced to savenyearsin prisonin 1997 for aranging apublicraly for democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi at nearby Mayanggone Township. With regular Situation, hewas supposedto be
released on 23 July 2004, but the authorities extended his sentence two monthseach timetwicewith the
same act before hewas given the one-year long extension last year.
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Roadblock to Suu Kyi’shouselifted: Good sign for Burma, saysNL D

Jan 18, 2006 - The roadblock outside detained Burma’'s democracy |eader and Nobel laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi’ shouse on University Avenuein Rangoon wasremoved from 16 January.

A Rangoon resident told DV B that barbed-wired security checkpointsat Hledan and Kokekine
Streets, situated on each end of University Avenuewerelifted, but added that only personal cars, notaxis
nor buses, werealowed into theAvenue.

“You could say that it isquiteextraordinary becauseitisnot like before, the situation has changed
extraordinarily,” NLD spokesman Myint Theintold DVB. “But if youask meif itisthesgnfor therelease
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of Daw Aung San SuuKyi, | darenot answer it. The reason being, thiskind of thing happened quite often
likethisbefore. | darenot say anything becausetherewere examplesof thingsbecoming morerestrictive.
But whatever itis, welivewith/in hope. Thisisthefirst steptoimproved situation, anditisagood signas
itisthefirst steptotherelease of Daw Aung San SuuKyi. Itisaso good for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and
agood sign for the country.” Theroadblock was set up by the ruling military junta, the State Peace and
Deve opment Council (SPDC) in 1997 with only military vehiclesand resdentsof theareadlowed through
thearea
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Two Burmesepalitical prisoners, Saw Win and AyeAung seriousill

Jan 19, 2006 - Two Burmese political prisoners, Saw Win and AyeAung who are being detained at
Kaemyo Prisoninremote northwest Burma, have been suffering from severekidney and gastriccomplaints.

Saw Win hasbeen enduring acute kidney problems and Aye Aung has been suffering from severe
stomach ache dueto gastric diseases. Astheresults of severe cold weather and lack of proper medical
cares, AyeAung'sfaceisswollen and heal so hasasevereform of back pain, according to hismother Mya
Yi who went to see him at the prison on 19 January.
Ailing 78-year old MyaYi also said her son’'scelImateAyeAung’ sfamily membersdidn’t know that their
loved one hasbeen serioudly ill becausethey aretill unabletovisit him at the prison.

38-year old Saw Winand AyeAung werearrested in 1997 for distributing political pamphlets, and
sentenced to 10 yearsand 59 yearsrespectively with the notoriousAct —5J.
Currently, therearefour political prisonersins de Kaemyo Prison; thetwo othersbeing, Lashio el ected
representative (MP) Than Htay and Shan National Leaguefor Democracy (SNLD) Secretary Sai Nyunt
Lwin.

BurmaNL D youth accused of human-traffickingto besent togulag

Jan 19, 2006 - Burmese prison authorities are preparing to send Mandalay Division, Thabeikkyin
Township Nationd Leaguefor Democracy (NL D) youth officid Aye Thein whowasaccused and convicted
of human-trafficking, to Kabaw police-controlled hard labour campin northwest Burma.

Hisfriendsand NL D supporters Tin Htoo, Zaw Lwin, Maung K haing and Phoe Phyu who were
accused of helping him, have been put in stocks, and their parentsare said to be very anxious, according
to Mandaay Division NL D organising committeemember Win MyaMya

“Asthey areto be sent to Kabaw, infact, they didn’t commit thecrime,” Win MyaMyatold DVB.
“It wasan honest case of ‘ the nature of youth’ which wasblown out of al proportion to adishonest social
case, and they were unfairly and unjustly exploited/punished... KoAyeThein, Ko Zaw Lwin, Ko Phoe
Phyu, Ko Maung Khaing arethe children of good parents. In deed, itisnot arape case. It isnot atheft
case, and sending themto apolice-controlled campisnot fair and causing their parentsgreat anxieties.”

Theauthoritiescharged Aye Thein with Act—366, an anti human-trafficking law, for eloping and
marrying hisgirlfriend, aloca girl who had beeninlovewith himfor morethan sevenyears, at aregistrar
and hewas sentenced to five yearsin prison, and hisfriendswere accused of abetting him and charged
withAct—114 and they were each giventhreeyears.
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Asian RightsCommission appealsfor rightsdefender Su Su Nway
Jan 20, 2006-
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Jan 20, 2006- Hong K ong-based Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) made an urgent appedl toits
supportersurging themtowriteto Burmesegovernment authoritiesin Burmaor theembassiesor consulates
intheir respective countriesfor therelease of ailing human rights defender Su Su Nway who isbeing
detained at Rangoon Insein Jall.

Inan appedl issued on 20 January, AHRC told supportersthat the Supreme Court in Burmawill
hold apreliminary hearing onthe case of Su SuNway, detained for successfully complaining against her
local authoritiesat Htan Manaing Villager in Rangoon Kawmoo Township about forced labour, on 1
February 2006.

Shewill berepresented by Kyi Winand Myint Thaung, who have made successi ve appeal son her
behalf to lower courts since shewasjailed on 13 October 2005, al of which have beenrgected. Myint
Thaung hassaid that heisnot hopeful of the outcome but they would argue to the court that the charges
against Su Su Nway werefabricated asrevengefor her successful complaint against theloca officials.

If the appeal at the Supreme Court fails, the final recourseisto lodge asecond plaint in the
Supreme Court for aspecia review of the case.

Meanwhile, Su Su Nway, who has a chronic heart condition and has reportedly been denied
medicines after being jailed for 20 months, is said to have been hospitalized for January 4 to 7 after
suffering shortness of breath and swesting. Sheisa so reportedly suffering fromanemia
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Trial of Burmesevillager saccused of reportingto | L O adjour ned

Jan 23, 2006 - Thetrial of three National League for Democracy (NLD) membersat Aunglan
(Allen) Township, Magwe Divisionin centra Burmafor hel ping report the death of Ngapyin villager Win
Lwinwho died during aforced labour session, was adjourned to 20 February.

Win Lwinwas crushed to death by an avalanche of earth and stoneswhile hewasforced to take
part inthebuilding of aroad in December 2001. Hisparents, relativesand friendsreported theincident to
thelnternationa Labour Organisation (1L O) officein Rangoon, but they had to withdraw their case after
severe pressureswere put on them by theauthorities.

On 20 October 2005, thethree NL D memberswho hel ped report the case were sued and indicted
by thelocal authoritiesfor aleged giving faseinformationtothelLO. A local resident told DV B that the
court hasn’t been dealing with case properly becausethe IL O gavethejuntauntil March to improve
human rightssituationinthe country.

Headded that the authorities are continuing to intimidate and pressurise therelatives of Win Lwin,
and that forced labour practicesaretill continuing at many placeswithin Aunglan Township
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Burmesepoalitical prisoner Than Win Hlaing serioudy ill

Jan 25, 2006 - Burmesewriter, ThanWin Hlaing who isbeing detained at the notorious Tharawaddy
Prisonfor writing abook about patriotic deeds of Burma snationa heroesincluding General Aung San,
Thakhin PhoeHlaGyi, SayaSan, Reverend U Uttama, isserioudy ill, according to Thalland-based Assistance
Associationfor Political Prisoners(AAPP).

According to AAPP Secretary Teik Naing, Than Win Hlaing has been suffering from kidney
complaintsand diabetics.

“Welearnt that thekidney diseaseisdeteriorating considerably. It hasgonebeyond thetimeto go
totheoutside hospital,” Teik Naing told DVB. “Welearnt that prison authoritiesare not allowing himto
recelvetreatmentsat outside hospital. Another fact iswhen thel CRC (International Committee of the Red
Cross) visited the prison on the 12th of last month (December), they were not allowed to see (prisoners)
and turned back. Welearnt that medical carewithin Thrawaddy wasvery poor and quitedire becausethe
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|CRC wasnot allowed to seehim and the condition of hisillnesswasvery bad at thetime. Because of that,

around 80 peoplewere hospitalised and 12 peopledied within last year.”

ThanWin Hlaing'swifeMoeMoeKYyi told DVB that sheisvery worried that her husband might
dielikepolitical prisoner Khin Maung Lwinwho died apainful death recently at remote Puta-O Prisonin
northern Burmadueto lack of proper medical carewithin the prison.

Teik Naing added that theimprisonment of Than Win Hlaing by Burma smilitary junta, the State
Peace and Development Council (SPDC), isone of the attemptsto erase thetrue history of Burma
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England Sheffield confer sAung San Suu Kyi freedom of thecity

Jan 26, 2006 - The northern English city Sheffieldisplanning to offer Freedom of the City to detained
Burma sdemocracy leader and Nobel laureateAung San SuKyi.

Theaward isusually conferred upon those who fight for human rights and democracy by the
mayor of Sheffield himself. Theaward will begiven on8March during an officia ceremony inwhichaplay
about human rightsand democracy will aso be performed.

Itisthe second time Sheffield grantsadistinguished award to Aung San Suu Kyi. In November,
Sheffield Hallam University a so conferred her an honorary doctorate degree, according to areport from
thecity’ sadminigtration office.

AN
4

-
L

/1
N

Prisoner sbeaten up and killed in Burma’sKalemyo Prison

Jan 28, 2006 - During ariot between prisonersand prison authoritiesat Sagaing Divison’'sKaemyo
Jail in northwest Burmaon 24 January, inmatesincluding political prisonerswere severely beaten up,
according to someonewho wasrel eased from the prison recently.

Privatetuition teacher and MonyaTownship Nationd Leaguefor Democracy (NL D) youth member
Nyunt Aung was said to be among those beaten up badly.

“Two peopledied onthat day,” aloca resident of Kdemyotold DVB. “They were beaten up until
their headswereflattened and they died on the spot. Around 80 were beaten up and 17 aresaid to bein
aseriouscondition. The 17 werejust left unconsciousintheir cells. It happened likethat. It isnot known
what will happen next. They are being treated insidethe prison. Among them, 4 aresaid to beinaserious
condition...itisnot known whether they will live or die. A young boy who wasreleased yesterday said
that. He said that Nyunt Aung wasamong thoseleft in that state.”

Nyung Aungwasactively involved in organising NL D leader Aung San Suu Kyi’stripin May
2003 and hewas arrested and sentenced to threeyearsin prisonfor giving ‘illega’ privatelessons.
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Another award for Burma’sdemocracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi

Jan 30, 2006 - Detained Burma’'s democracy icon and leader of the main opposition party, the
Nationa Leaguefor Democracy (NLD) Aung San Suu Kyi isawarded the Olof Palme Prize 2005 for her
unyielding fight for ademocratic Burma.

In astatement issued on 29 January, the Olof Palme Memoria Fund based in Sweden, said“ Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi isan outstanding example of the effortsto attain democracy by the people of Burma,
whererespect for humanrights, ethnic unity, and alifein peaceremainonly adream.”

The statement added that, “ to her compatriotssheisknown asthe’ Iron Butterfly’, anameadluding
both to her peaceful struggle and her courage and strength of character. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has
devoted her lifeto Burma, andisastubborn believer inthefind victory of itspeoples will” and*to peoples



Page 7
around theworld fighting oppression, sheisani mpgortant symbol of peaceful oppositiontorepressive
power.”

TheFund wasestablished by the Socid Democratic Party and thefamily of former Swedish Prime
Minister Olof Palmewho was assassinated in 1986. He was Prime Minister between the years 1969-
1976 and 1982-1986, and hewasinstrumentd in the democrati sation of education and inthe devel opment
of the Swedish socid welfare system. He actively supported the dissident movement throughout theworld
and wasone of thefirst to opposethewarsin Vietnam and Afghanistan.

The Fund'spurposeissaid to be, through schol arships and grants, to give opportunitiesto young
peoplefor international exchange and for studiesof peace and disarmament, to support work against
racism and hostility toward immigrantsand to foster in other wayswork for international understanding
and common security.

TheOlof Palme Prizeisawarded annually for an outstanding achievement chosen by the Fund's
Board. The prize consists of adiplomaand 50.000 USdollars.

A prize ceremony will be heldin Stockholm, February 28th, 2006. Dr. SeinWin, the PrimeMinister of the
exile Government of Burma, will receivethe prize on behalf of Daw Aung San SuuKyi.

Previousreceiversof the prizeinclude Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, UN Secretary General (1988),
Vé&clav Havel, Czechod ovakia(1989), theAmnesty International (1991), the Studentsfor Sargjevo (1993),
Wel Jingsheng, China(1994), Hanan Ashrawi, Palestine (2002), and Hans Blix, Sweden (2003).
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ICRC toinvestigaterecent fatal riot at Burma’'sKalemyo Jail

Jan 30, 2006 - The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) officein Rangoon saidit’s
going tolaunch an investigation into recent riot between prison authoritiesand inmatesat Kalemyo Prison
innorthwest Burmaon 24 January.

During theriot, two prisonerswere beaten to death by prison staff, and 80 prisonersincluding a
political prisoner Nyunt Aung were seriously wounded. Moreover, other seven political prisonerssuch as
Lashio MP Than Htay and Shan Nationa Leaguefor Democracy (SNLD) secretary Sai Nyunt Lwinare
being detained insdethe prison and their family membersare said to bevery anxiousfor their safety.

AnICRCofficid inRangoon, Patrick Vid told DV B that hisorganisation visited the prison recently
beforetheriot started and had heard about it but has' t received detail ed information on what had happened
and how worrying the situation for thewounded is, and that the | CRC hasbeen making planstovisit the
prison again soon.

When asked if the secretive Burmese authoritieswould dlow the |CRC to investigate theincident,
the spokesman said that the | CRC has been negotiating and working with the authoritiesand he added that
asolution could beworked out with the prison authoritieson thelatest incident at Kaemyo Prison.

He also said that there had been some difficulties during January and the |CRC representatives
were unable to visit the prisons, but as it has secured the permission to visit the prisons, the ICRC
representativeswill bemeeting dl prisonersincluding common crimindsanditwill carefully investigateinto
thedeathsof six political prisonersduring 2005.
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Asian Rightsgroup launcheswebpageon jail Burmeseheroine

Jan 30, 2006 - The Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) launched a bilingual webpage
dedicated to jailed Burmese human rights defender Su SuNway on 30 January.
Thewebpage containslinksto appeal s, statements, pressrel eases, and other informationin Englishand
Burmese on the case of the 34-year-old villager who wasjailed in avengeful action by local authorities
after she had won an unprecedented victory in acomplaint of forced labour.
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“Thiswebpagewill serveasauseful resourceand ac%nstant reminder about thestrugglefor justice of this
extremely courageousvillager,” Basil Fernando, executivedirector of the Hong Kong-based regional
rightsgroup, said.

“MaSu SuNway'’s case stands asa serious challenge to the Burmesejudicia system, whichisin
all respectsunder the control of themilitary authorities,” Fernando said.

Su SuNway wasjailed for 18 monthslast October 13 on chargesof criminal intimidation after
complaintslodged by local officials. She was sent to the notorious Rangoon Insein Jail and has been
denied medicinesfor achronic heart condition.

For moreinformation visit: www.ahrchk.net/susunwe
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“MaSu SuNway'’s case stands asaserious challenge to the Burmesejudicia system, whichisin
all respectsunder the control of themilitary authorities,” Fernando said.
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